The Russian Orthodowx Church wses no instrument
other than the woice in its services - consequently the
Toccata by Mushel |[1909-1989) is ome of wery few
Russian works for organ. For this same reason, all of
owr  Fussian  choral  works  this  evening  are
unacoompanied. Al three deal with familiar tewks -
the Bogoroditsye Dyewa is a setting of the dwe Maria,
the Magnificat speaks for itself, and Otche Mash is
the Lord's Prayer.

Wirtwally all Tomas Luis de Wictoria's output consists
of Latim Church rmusic, and O quam gloriosum is mo
emoeption. Published in 1572 in Wictoria's first book
of motets, it was later used by the composer as the
basis for his Mass setting of the same name. 360 years
later, Pablo Casals, whose output as a oomposer was
ewen smaller than that of Wictoria and who is better
remembered as one of the foremost cellists of his
generation, wrote a number of sacred pieces for the
Benedictine monks of Montserrat, near Barcelona,
wibiich included O wos omnes. The piece translates as
"0 we that pass by, bebold and see if there is anmy
srrow Libe wato my sorrowe, 100ye peopbe, is it nothing
o o and it must be one of the most beawtiful and
miowing of all settings of those words,

Duruflé’s [1902-1986) Ubi Caritas |Where there is
lowe and charity, there God is) is the first of his
Quatres Motets sur des Thémes Grégoriens, written in
1960, He was influenced by Fauré |1845-1924) and
tomight we hear one of Fauré's best-kmnown choral
works, the Cantique de Jeamn Racine., This piece was
written in 1865 when Fauré was a pupil at a school
fior futwre Church musicians. He entered it for the
schiool's composition prize which, of oourse, it wor,
The test comes from Racine's collection of hymins
translated from the Foman brewiary., Joseph Bonmet
JTEES-1944) published his Etude de Comcert in 1910
as the second of his "Twelve new pieces'. He himself
was @ wirtuoso organmist, and was organist at St
Eustache in Paris for ower 300 years.

Allbegri®s | 1582-1652 ) Miserere med (Hamwe mency wpon
me), based on psalm 51, is the only piece of music
fior wihich dllegri is now remembered, 1t was written
ewclusively for the papal choir im Rome  and
emcommunication was reputedly the penalty for
copyimg  the manwscript.  Conseguently  wariows
different editions of the music appeared, and the
wersion we hear tondght is a mwch added-to and
altered wersion which has displaced the original to
become famows i its oowen right! We end  with
Mombewendi's 1561643 Beatus YWir |Blessed is the
man|, & catchy setting of psalm 12 published in
141, It also has the distinction of being the wery first
piece Tamesis ever performed in oomcert!
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Programme

IGERMANY

J 5 Bach - Lobet den Herrm
Bustehwde - Magnificat
Brahms - Geistliches Lisd

Georgi Mushel - Toccata
Christopher Cipkin - organ

RIUSSIA

Rachmaninoy - Bogoroditsye Cyewn
Cui - Wagnificat

Mrensky - Otche Mash

INTER WAL

SP I
Wictoria - O quarm gloriasurm
Pablo Casals - O wos ammes

FRAMCE
Dwruflé - Ubi Caritas
Fauré - Cantigue de Jean Racine

Joseph Bonmet - Etude de concert (op. 7 no. 2)
Christopher Cipkin - orgaon

ITALY

Allegri - Miserere Mei
Momtemendi - Beatus Wir

Tamesis is:

Sopranos Temors
Framces Brewitt-Taylor Sirdy Button
Rachel Burgess T
Fachel Butlher Jasor Murray

Sarah Dance
Pemmy Firshimzm
Heddi McFadder
Susie Solweany

Basses
Ml tiovs: Riewben Casey
Hilary Benson Chiristopher Ciplin
Sarah Finch Jiobury ook
Chiarlie Hodghinsom Mustiine Jacobes
Liz Rapple Jerermy Fokyson
Ly Rirmrmer Sirmzm Sherwiood

Keep in touch...

If wouw would like to be kept informed of Tamesis'
forthcoming ewents and concerts, please sign our
wisitors book:. and we will make sure your details ane
imcluded in the madling st &dso, please keep an eype
on oo website,  wewne tamesischamibenchoir oo,k
wihiich s regularly updated with news, events and
details of concerts.

Hckmowledgements

Dur grateful thanks go to the authorities at 5t Peter's
fior prowiding us with such a lowely wenuwe. Particular
thanks go to Tom Yenner for all his belp.

Tamesis Chamber Choir aims to offer something
different from the choirs currently performing in
the area. We are a high-standard, fun chamber
choir performing three to four concerts per year.
We re-audition  formally  ewery wear but  hawve
wacancies in most parts at the moment so if ywou are
interested in singing with ws, please contact Lowise
on 0118 931 4279 or Lourapi@yahoo, oo,

Louise Rapple has been a musician from a ywoung
age, learning piano from six and singing in a Church
chiir from sewen., She studied Music and French at
Reading University, specialising in performance,
and graduated in 1998 with the highest mark of all
the pianists in ber year for her final recital. She
studied conducting at the Conservatoire de Paw in
southern  France dwring her wear abroad, and
returned to the UK to direct the Reading University
Singers for two years. She is currently Organist and
Choir Director at Christ Church, Reading, She's
been dreaming of directing a choir like Tamesis fior
sorme wears and is thrilled with the reality.

Christopher Cipkin began his musical career as a
chorister at Leeds Parish Church. He later went on
to become Drgan Scholar at the University of Keele
where he gawe the inaugural recital of the
refurbished Chapel Organ. He was also awarded the
Wedgwood Prize for a dissertation on organ histor,
He served as Organ Scholar at Mewcastle Cathedral
and studied organ with James Lancelot |Durham
Cathedral), gaining his ARCOD in 1997, &fter a short
time as Director of Music at 5t. James the Less,
Pangbourne  he took wp post as Organist and
Chiodrmaster at Wesley Wethodist Church, Reading.
He rowe wiorks in the Main Library at the Dniversity
of Reading, and is studying fior an M in Musicoology.

Motes on the programme

This first concert in the *Found the Globe' series
concentrates on European  sacred  muwsic,
encompassing both some real fawourites and some
Lesser-known works, We open with J 5 Bach's
116851750 wonderful motet, Lobet den Herrn,
IPraise the Lond all we heathens). The tewt is from
the first twoo werses of psalm 117, The date of
composition of this motet is unbmown, apparenthy
because there is some doubt as bo whether it was
actually written by Bach! Similarly, Bustehude's
(16371707 Magnificat cannot definitely be
attributed to Buxtehude., The only manuscript of
the work bears no composer's name; plus, it s
generally agreed that the work bears  little
resemblance to amy koown wark, by Bustebude! The
style is muoch more similar to the Framnoo-ltalian
middle barogue bel conto style. Moch  more
recently, Brahms 1833-97) ocomposed  his
Geistliches Lied (Sacred Somg) in 1856 for
emchange with a friend, with the aim of mutual
criticism and improvement of contrapuntal writing
for both parties, | imagine Brahms' friend fowmd
little to criticise]



